Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior Assignment                                                      
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Dellarobia Turnbow is a mother and wife, trapped in a marriage to lackluster husband Cub, whom she married right out of high school in typical shotgun wedding style. She is smart and bored, and despite two great kids, Preston and Cordelia, the twenty-eight year old cannot separate her own waning self-esteem from the singular choice and mistake she made in high school a decade before with then boyfriend, now husband, Cub Turnbow. At a propitious moment, a turning point in her life, she has an extraordinary epiphany.  Before you begin her story, look at this video to absorb the amazing life and journey of the monarch butterfly: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9rZz3fILt4.  Also, explore the NASA Climate Change website at https://climate.nasa.gov/ and this short National Geographic video that explains concisely climate change: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4H1N_yXBiA.  If you have more time, explore The Nature Conservancy page explaining the idea of “habitat corridors,” crucial for species survival (scroll down to the “resilient lands” pathway image, and note the significance of Appalachia): https://www.nature.org/en-us/newsroom/scientists-map-natural-highways-neighborhoods/.  Also, explore these concepts: existential “choice,” individual “authenticity” that comes with moral choices; and note how each individual must accommodate his life to address bad choices and find some positive “engagement” to ameliorate those bad choices.  See this link exploring existentialism.
As your read Flight Behavior, consider the operative question that Kingsolver began to explore as she wrote this novel, a story for our time: Are the bad choices that we make in life—whether for the fate of the planet or our own individual fate—set in stone or open to accommodation through positive action? When the story opens, Dellarobia is on her way to an assignation (meeting) with whom and why?  Describe her relationship with Cub Turnbow; how does Cub respond to his parents, particularly to his father, as the novel begins?  What is the amazing discovery that Dellarobia finds on the Turnbow property that stops her in her tracks from the bad decision she is about to make? How does the community react to the presence of the Monarchs on the Turnbow property?  What does Bear Turnbow, Cub’s father, have planned for the mountain where the Monarchs have gathered? How does science explain this strange phenomenon of the Monarch’s unusual gathering in Appalachia, a gathering on what is called by The Nature Conservancy as a “habitat corridor” or species escape route? As Dellarobia begins to learn about the amazing journey of the Monarchs and what they signify in terms of the planet, as she actively attempts to address the immediate danger posed through her father-in-law’s plans, she also becomes involved in the work of Dr. Byron and his graduate students who have come to Appalachia to study the strange event. What does Byron say about “science” saving the Monarchs? Dellarobia’s engagement changes her attitude about herself and the choices and mistakes she has made in the past.  Explain.  When Dellarobia and Cub have their “come to Jesus” conversation about their life together (382-384), do you think Cub comprehends fully what is happening to their relationship? What do you make of Dellarobia’s telling him about the words of his mother Hester Turnbow, as she and Hester worked the sheep on the farm one day: “It’s no good to complain about your flock, because it’s put-together of all your past choices” (384)? Do you think, after Dellarobia chooses to leave with the children to get her science degree at the university, that she and Cub will get back together? Does Kingsolver suggest that there is hope for saving Planet Earth or is the destructive trajectory we are on irrevocable?  
